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excavated and examined thoroughly by German savants of
the Deutsche Orientalische Gesellschaft. As seen from a
little distance, the place has no very exciting appearance. It
rather resembles a group of exaggerated sandhills, rising at
one point into a blunt pyramid, the " Ziggurat." In
spring the plain is covered with flowers, but all these have
vanished long before autumn, and the colour of the whole is
that of pale brown paper; the only scrap of green being the
rather discouraged-looking garden at the side of the house
occupied by the excavating staff.
Here hospitable and kindly gentlemen receive the
traveller most warmly, and we have the opportunity of
seeing German perseverance at work on a most congenial
task. Their method is undeniably thorough, and suggests
unlimited resources. You have a set of mounds before
you, covering perhaps twenty acres or more, and rising to a
height of about eighty feet. A light railway is laid down,
running well out into the desert; and the whole of those
mounds, or something like it, goes through a fine sieve,
and is carried off into the wilderness and dumped. When a
pavement is reached in this process, that level is cleared
absolutely, and everything worth preserving is preserved,
with careful plans showing the position in which it was
found. Then that pavement is broken up, and progress
made to the next level; and so the work is continued till
virgin soil is reached.
Assur, it would seem, was a shrine long before " Assyria
went out of Babylon and builded Nineveh/' There are un-
mistakable signs of a Hittite occupation before them. It
was news to the writer that this people had ever penetrated
so far to the east and south. When the place fell into
Assyrian hands it became their great sacred city ; so that
almost every king of whom there is record seems to have felt
bound to leave there some mark of his reign. Even the
latest of the line, Sinsariskun, who ruled for a few weeks
only before the Medes stormed Nineveh, and who .perished
i& the flames of his palace, has done some building here.
, Heace there is a series of at least seven temples on the site ;
t&tmgh in each case the lines of the original foundation were